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To  prov ide  f inanc ia l  support  to  the  poor  and

underpr iv i leged  fami l ies  of  chi ldren  with

Ret inoblastoma

To  ensure  ear ly  diagnos i s  and  t imely  t reatment .

To  spread  ind iv idua l  as  wel l  as  soc ieta l  awareness

about  Ret inoblastoma  and  promote  ear ly

detect ion

To  ensure  qual i ty  t reatment  to  these  chi ldren .

I ksha  Foundat ion  turned  10  in  2020 ,  a  year  that

cha l lenged  us  l i ke  no  other  before .  Whi le  at  the

organisat ion  l eve l  we  grappled  with  los ing  some  of

our  corporate  donors  to  Cov id  re l ie f ,  the  fami l ies  and

the  chi ldren  we  support  suf fe red  a  lo t  more .  Hurdles

they  faced  inc lude  pass  procurement  to  cross  borders

for  t reatment ,  shut  down  of  publ ic  t ransport ,  longer

wai t  t ime ,  RTPCR  tes ts  and  PPE  su i t s  before  every

procedure .  

Our  grat i tude  to  our  donors  who  s tood  with  us  in

these  t imes  and  the  hospi ta l s  who  could  reca l ibrate

the i r  SOPs  to  t reat  the  chi ldren  quick ly  before  cancer

took  i t s  to l l .  We  apprec iate  the  wi l l  of  the  parents

who  despi te  a l l  odds  s tood  the i r  ground  and  ensure

the  chi ldren  rece ived  t reatment ,  a lbe i t  a  l i t t le  l a te .

We  may  not  be  out  of  the  pandemic  yet ,  but  we  have

learnt  some  va luable  l essons  on  being  prepared  fo r

the  unforeseen  and  protect ing  the  chi ldren  we

support .  

Ret inoblastoma  i s  a  l i fe - threaten ing  eye  cancer  that

a f fects  chi ldren .  The  cancer  grows  f rom  the  ret ina ,

which  i s  a  sensory  l ayer  located  ins ide  the  eye .

Ret inoblastoma  i s  a  s i lent  tumour ,  most  of ten

detected  too  l a te  to  save  the  eye .  In  some  chi ldren ,

the  tumour  af fects  both  the i r  eyes .  

In  ear ly  s tages  of  the  disease ,  the  eye  looks  normal

externa l l y .  As  the  cancer  progresses ,  i t  might  be

observed  by  the  parents  as  a  white  mass  with in  the

eye .  This  i s  of ten  missed  and  the  cancer  progresses .

Eventua l l y ,  the  eye  becomes  painfu l ,  red  and  swol len

and  spreads  outs ide  the  eye  and  i s  l i fe - threaten ing  i f

i t  spreads  to  the  bra in .  

We  at  I ksha ,  s t r i ve  to  prov ide  support  to

Ret inoblastoma  pat ients  with  a  mult i -pronged

approach .  

P u t t i n g  o u r  b e s t  f o o t  f o r w a r d

A b o u t

A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 0 - 2 1



Cov id - 19  put  the  chi ldren  with  Ret inoblastoma  on  a  back - foot .   

Upon  diagnos i s ,  most  cases  are  scheduled  fo r  chemotherapy ,  occur r ing  in  6  cyc les ,

once  every  3  weeks .  Hospi ta l s  these  k ids  v i s i t  were  e i ther  in  the  same  s tate  or  in  a

di f fe rent  s tate .  Loca l i sed  lockdowns ,  l imi ted  publ ic  t ransport ,  and  sparse  lodging

made  i t  hect ic  and  s t ress fu l ,  r i sky ,  unaf fordable  and  in  many  cases  imposs ib le  fo r

the  parents  to  br ing  the i r  k ids  fo r  t imely  t reatment .  

Our  team  had  to  coord inate  between  author i t ies ,  hospi ta l s  and  parents ,  in  some

cases  in  rea l  t ime ,  to  ensure  the  fami ly  reached  the  hospi ta l  or  the  locat ion  where

the i r  s tay  was  ar ranged .  I ksha  with  the  help  of  f r iends  and  support ing  network

ar ranged  fo r  pr ivate  t ransportat ion ,  pol ice  passes  to  t rave l  the  dis tance  hass le - f ree

and  su i tab le  accommodat ion  where  ra t ions  could  be  del i vered .  

The  mandatory  usage  of  PPE  k i t s  and  Cov id - 19  tes ts  increased  the  t reatment  cost ,

thereby  decreas ing  the  number  of  k ids  who  could  be  supported  th i s  year .  The

lockdown  and  res t r ic t ions  would  have  delayed  diagnos i s  and  t imely  t reatment  in

many  chi ldren .  

Cov id - 19  a lso  hindered  educat ion  of  the  chi ldren  I ksha  i s  support ing .  Luck i l y ,

nei ther  chi ldren  nor  parents  gave  up  and  most  of  them  attended  onl ine  c lasses

where  poss ib le .  We  had  severa l  requests  fo r  gadgets  to  attend  c lasses .

Our  goal  th i s  pandemic  i s  to  see  the  cur rent  chi ldren  we  support  through  the i r

t reatment  with  ava i lab le  funds .  We  wi l l  need  to  s tep  up  our  fundra i s ing  because

once  t rave l  norms  are  re laxed ,  more  chi ldren  with  di f fe rent  s tages  of

Ret inoblastoma  wi l l  reach  hospi ta l s  fo r  t reatment .
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W h e r e  w e  A r e  a t  t o d a y
I ksha  success fu l l y  completed  another  f inanc ia l  year .  With  the  sp i r i t  of  serv ice  in  the

t ime  of  need ,  and  the  help  of  our  amazing  fami ly  of  contr ibutors ,  we  cont inue  to  serve

those  most  af fected  by  Ret inoblastoma  in  midst  of  a  global  cr i s i s .

I ksha  could  only  support  the  t reatment  of  13  new  k ids  th i s  year .  In  our  1 1  year  of

ex i s tence  we  have  supported  175  k ids  in  the i r  batt le  with  ret inoblastoma .  

A glimpse on Iksha kids treatment status!
Active treatment : 15 children are receiving treatment for active tumours (Chemotheraphy / Laser /

Cryotheraphy / Topotecan / Brachytheraphy)  with an average treatment cost of Rs. 2 to 2,5 lakhs per

child per year.
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 Under close observation : 48 children are under close observation. Treatment for the tumour is

complete but they need close monitoring and testing to ensure early diagnosis of recurrence of tumour

with an average treatment cost of Rs. 50,000 to 1 lakh per child per year.

 Stable state : 58 children are in stable condition. They are either monitored half-yearly or yearly with an

average treatment cost below Rs. 50,000 per child per year year unless they develop cataract / Retinal

vitrectomy or orbital mass with in the enucleated eye.

 Survivors : 26 Children are declared Cancer (Retinoblastoma) Survivors if they are older than 8 years

and have not had an active tumour for 4-5 years. Yearly followup cost and Custom made prosthetic eye

change when needed.

Lost in follow up : 18 children were lost in follow ups in spite of availing best possible treatment,

financial and moral support, 

 Lost battles : 10 children supported by us lost their battle to Retinoblastoma.



S M I L E S  O F  I K S H A

Dushyanth  was  4  months  old  when  parents  noticed  white  reflex  in

his  left  eye .  They  consulted  an  eye  specialist  in  Mysore .  He  was

diagnosed  with  unilateral  Retinoblastoma .  They  were  referred  to

an  eye  hospital  at  Bangalore .  Initially ,  the  doctor  suggested

enucleation  of  his  left  eye .  But  parents  wanted  to  wait  til l  he

finished  his  chemotherapy .   He  underwent  5  cycles  of

chemotherapy  along  with  Laser  and  responded  well  to  the

treatment .  Tumor  had  regressed .  The  doctor  decided  not  to

enucleate  the  eye  and  kept  him  under  observation .  

Noor 's  mother  noticed  a  white  reflex  in  her  left  eye  and  consulted  a

local  doctor .  An  MRI  was  done  and  she  was  diagnosed  with

Unilateral  Retino  Blastoma .  They  came  to  an  eye  hospital  at

Bangalore  by  borrowing  some  money  from  friends  and  family  and

started  with  the  treatment .  Iksha  now  supports  the  child ’s

treatment .  She  is  receiving  Chemotherapy  for  every  3  weeks  and

responding  well  to  the  treatment .  

Bharath  was  diagnosed  with  uni la tera l  Ret inoblastoma  in  May

2020  at  the  age  of  4 .  His  l e f t  eye  had  to  be  enucleated  post  5

cyc les  of  chemotherapy  and  a  custom -made  ocular  prosthet ic

eye  had  been  implanted  to  ensure  soc ia l  acceptance .  He  i s

do ing  good  and  i s  now  on  a  3  months  fo l low -up .  
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M E E T  O U R  K I D S

Dhruv 's  parents  noticed  white  reflex  in  his  left  eye  when  he  was

8  months  old .  He  was  diagnosed  with  bilateral  Retinoblastoma .

He  completed  his  6  cycles  of  chemotherapy  and  is  receiving

laser  therapy  every  4  weeks  now .  His  right  eye  vision  is  good

and  the  tumor  is  responding  well  to  the  treatment  and  the

tumor  in  left  eye  is  stil l  active .



T H E  T O R C H B E A R E R S  O F  I K S H A ' S  S U C C E S S  S T O R Y

U N A U D I T E D *
S O U R C E  O F  F U N D S E X P E N D I T U R E

Treatment

86.6%

Education

2.7%

Extra Support

3.4%

The  Pandemic  wiped  out  a l l

fundra i s ing  events  that  were

planned  fo r  the  year .  Donors  who

have  been  an  in tegra l  part  of  our

journey  cont inued  to  support  us .

Without  the i r  support  we  would  not

have  been  able  to  support  the

ex i s t ing  I ksha  k ids  nor  support  any

new  chi ld  with  ret inoblastoma  

Though  at  odds  with  a  global  cr i s i s ,  RBL

Bank  cont inued  to  extend  i t s  support  to

Iksha  consecut ive ly  fo r  the  7th  year .

Through  the i r  contr ibut ion ,  RBL  Bank

supported  the  t reatment  of  97  chi ldren

thus  fa r .  A  monumenta l  endeavour  and

a  great  pos i t i ve  dur ing  these  t imes  fo r

ch i ldren  with  ret inoblastoma .  
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D O N O R S  A N D  S P O N S O R S

A  B R I E F  O N  O U R  F I N A N C E S

Individual Donors

16.8%

Bank Interest 

3.0%

Admin

7.3%

CSR 

80.2%

http://ikshafoundation.org/content/donors-2020


I K S H A  F O U N D A T I O N

We  thank  everyone

who 've  been  a  part  of

our  wonderful  journey

CLICK HERE TO
SAVE A CHILD'S

VISION
DONATE NOW!
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https://pages.razorpay.com/pl_E1Uoro2ku7AOu4/view
https://pages.razorpay.com/pl_E1Uoro2ku7AOu4/view

